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INTRODUCTION
Louse-borne relapsing fever has been restricted to countries with poor socio economic status, the most important foci being Burundi, Rwanda and Ethiopia (Tesfayohannes 1989) . The endemicity of louse-borne relapsing fever in Although Louse-borne Relapsing Fever in children is known to be relatively mild with excellent prognosis (Mekasha 1992) , the 5% mortality rate in treated cases (Hodes 1983) 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
A total of 617 patients were included in the study from the hospital records. 
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RESULTS
The relative number of relapsing fever cases between males and females is shown in figure 1 (top). Generally many more males appear to be relatively more affected compared with females.
However, this variation was not found to be statistically significant (p>0.05, n=5).
Similarly, comparison was made between the number of cases recorded in each year between the dry and wet season as shown in fig 1(bottom) . The number of cases during dry season was generally higher than those during the wet season in the same year and this variation was statistically significant (p<0.05, n=5).
The mortality rate in 1997 was 2%, and decreased to 1% in the subsequent 2 years reaching to a point where no mortality case was recorded in 2000 (see fig 2 and 3) . However, the mortality rate suddenly increased to 6% in the year 2001, higher than the 5% mortality rate reported in literature for louse-borne relapsing fiver (Fig. 3, bottom) . systematic study has to be designed.
The sudden upsurge of the mortality rate to 6% after a rather low level in the preceding years may arise from several possible factors.
However, lack of personal hygiene due to lack of knowledge and low level of socio-economic condition might be the most important factor that results in such situation. As it is usually the poor who are victims of the disease they may turn away from seeking medication early but they may rush to hospital at an advanced stage of the disease resulting in poor prognosis thus increasing the rate of mortality.
In conclusion this finding suggests that relapsing fever is a public health threat in the region in 
